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Continued Value of Education is 

Apparent
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U.S. Population Growing More Slowly

1.11

0.96

1.28

0.96

0.71

0.00

0.20

0.40

0.60

0.80

1.00

1.20

1.40

1970-79 1980-89 1990-99 2000-09 2010-20

C
o

m
p

o
u

n
d

 A
n

n
u

al
 G

ro
w

th
 R

at
e

 (
%

)

William F. Fox, Director  Å  cber.haslam.utk.edu 
3May, 2021



William F. Fox, Director  •  cber.haslam.utk.edu 
4

May, 2019

May, 2021



Adoption Rates for New Technologies are 

Accelerating

Source: HDR CAV Services
January 22, 2020 William F. Fox • http://cber.haslam.utk.edu
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Full Recovery from the Great Recession in 
Most TN Sectors, Despite Covid

(Tennessee, March 2021 as a Share of December 2007)
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Tennessee’s Promise in Context

Å Kalamazoo Promise (2005) was the first 

community based program offering free tuition to 

local residents

Å Knox Achieves followed soon afterwards

Å Tennessee Promise was the first state plan passed 

since the 1960s 

Å There are at least 140 local placed based 

programs and 23 state programs, though there are 

wide differences across the programs
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Do Programs Like Tennessee Promise 

Work?

Å We study Knox Achieves available to 2009-2011 

Knox County graduating classes

Å Cost of programs such as Knox Achieves is more 

modest than many expect since 

ÅIt was last dollar

ÅMany students were Pell Eligible

ÅMuch lower cost than programs like Kalamazoo Promise
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Some Metrics for Tennessee Promise
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Effects of Knox Achieves 
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The Knox Promise Cohort grew Rapidly as 

TN Community College Enrollment Declined
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Fall 2019 Cohort Total

Knox Promise 1,426 

Tennessee Promise 15,838 

Fall 2020 Cohort Total

Knox Promise 1,504
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Fall 2019 Cohort Very Persistent During the 

Unique COVID Time
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Spring 2020 enrollment is based on the THEC 14 day files for students with current Knox Promise eligibility.
Fall 2020 enrollment includes more expansive enrollment data from Knox Promise with NSCH matching for all original cohort members.
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Completion Grant Students are Particularly 

Persistent, 2019 Cohort
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Spring 2020 enrollment is based on the THEC 14 day files for students with current Knox Promise eligibility.
Fall 2020 includes more expansive enrollment data from Knox Promise with NSCH matching for all original cohort members.
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Coaching Makes a Big Difference, as These 

Students are Much More Persistent: Fall 2019 Cohort
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Spring 2020 enrollment is based on the THEC 14 day files for students with current Knox Promise eligibility.
Fall 2020 enrollment includes more expansive enrollment data from Knox Promise with NSCH matching for all original cohort members.
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